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Ths ou^bretk of the war -vac so unexpected tc the ^otiro country both in it 
nn& its ttcpooo that the A\\wy CossaaLvd cr<i the local party and Soviet 
; 'tkoriiies wero thrown into utter confusSor* au-i had notia© to seriously y 
\ organise th© people for the coming stru^lst behind Mio *acny lineci* S& 
i« t*&e so gross, t that al? the local lesdsre thought only of ceusping befc 
; ..uj German* cgsOd Only ia a esnli masher of districts did the District Coe Uttoe* 
of the party* anting on their own initiatives leave behind certain party m ,^r» 
for work la the rear of the en$J*j\, fhaso p«*rty m*a;bore latex- ostabliehed contact e 
dth each other* mad drawing & part of th© population into tho work* organ 4 rad 
fighting unite© 


Similarly 4 a number of the local officer of the OTTO*) had not had ti»® to ' -avo 
their agents behind,, Sovevor, $rm agent o v?ho retcaiaod behind did not pin; >07 
votive rolOf, but lived quietly through the occupation,. confining tbefcselTe* to 
■rorcpiliag blacklist a of « 3.1 persona who hsd in a*y ^oasur© cooperated with ihe 
’♦iraans© Sot co’netiafoe thee® agent* aidsd people vbo arrived fro a. the oth; - aid# 
of the front end Uolpod thset to contact * syllabi* patriots,* 


7 ** tho whole 0 the appftcran&o in the on-say* » roar of unaorous &?»ed pennant ,*;foup* 
4uriag the early mouth* of the v*vr w^b a purely spcutviecu* ph&noeianon© 8*37 of 


Vaee* £roup«„ n groover* «gjo little more than oiaplo bandit ©eingo^ ^elea 
tno grotipa nonsl-'jtod of young peaaAnte,, eoldiors vbo *»oaped into th« fora 
After vheir units t/ore surrounded^ end aleo of people who caw en opporti?nl 
looting end onrichnsnt in fch© proyailing ohaos^ Only unita vhich wore Jol. 
.ho lo^al intelloctuale t >juch «« school toacho and agronomic fcs c engagod 


^trogcle MgAinat the <mvi>y by ma;o*.s of divertionery &ct» c pfabctmgo and t*rx - ,i *» 0 
— ^ obtained arsia iroct tbo retreating ensyv but ihcae sa’saa were very priai ,ire 


*ad useful only for cuall^Rcaln a.ttackft 0?; houecu vhora the Germans engage 
drinking bouts* on. coall vorehouass on Conniya soldiers who had accide. 
• jtytsyod from thoi.T ».mito f , All tbouc not* wore conducted by the guarrlllas 
on their cwu ; without soy ship tuid without coordtixation between the 


*) ?ho present Kiuistxy of fch* Interior was known &s tho SKVh up to Kerch* 1346 * 
Both designation* ^ra used in this report© 
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various detachments* There T/ere even cases w/M; the detachments, weeting 
in the forest®, ope-; fire upon each other, ausp'.ctlng a trap on the part^ 
of tha Gonmos, 
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4* Desj ** the noisy propaganda in the press, the governmen c did not regard 

the- -triote in the enemy 1 a rvar as a serious force, especially since 
it . iio contact with them and therefore could not direct their activi- 
ties However, this spontaneous resistance movement convinced the govern- 
ment that there were people on the other side of the fighting lines who 
might bo of considerable ^alue iu tho fight against the Germans and who 
dig* “ .<lp in diversionary activity and in destroying enemy communications 
if - y were contacted and directed through truntod agents* By this time 

the ‘jrnond dodder', to send a large number of I^yal persons as divers ion lets 

for + * 3 deniolltion of thooa bridges and clratogic points which the retroat- 
ing 1 r f had lot had time to > up and which were now proving of ^reat 
▼al to the lormns as means of communication with their distant bises* 

It v also decided to use the d tachaents active in the rear to help these 
dir* Lonist* in their vork* 


II. m-QHGAjOZ A^'I OH Or SCHOOLS FOR D I VKESIOttlSTS AND 
SCOUTS , A ID TRr; - OH^ATXON OF SPTCIAL SQUADS . 

5« Tom the end, of July and in Avgust, 1941 > a ctdl for volunteers want out 
to ’ * Comsomol youth iji the war factories and cchools* The voluntsora 
wer r * o be se;it to districts undor Genian occupation for dynamiting and 
terr ».rist work, Party and Comae jol colls were instructed to launch an in- 
tom to propaganda campaign and rouse patriotism in order to attract tho 
lar - possible nu'ib^r of voluii ^eerSv And their number was great Indeed* 

In • DzerzhLnsky district alone (there are 22 such districts in Uoscow) 

1100 Dlunteers registered in re . ponee to the call, and the total for ttoscow 
exco^.’ud 10 thousand,. All tho v olunteers were nembero of the party and tho 
Comr* ’ll, between the aget of 1 $ and 28, with at least 7 years of elementary 
8ch» #- education, They regarded this dangerous work as something interesting 
and ^asmtic, and nmsy were also prompted by preference for diveraionist work 
to service at tho front, to whlc they war© subject in any caee view of 
the:., age oac3 which seemoc to th h much more dangerous* 



6* All •> registrants were careful y screened by organs of tho ilKVD, vhich 

qua 'nod Qa:h applicant about is entire fairly, his y . route 1 occupations 

b*f< "he rerolutica, the poeei Le existence of relatives abroad, and so 
for . The answers wore then ch eked with the fi A cs of the NKVD, acd only 
one . ath of the registrar ts way accepted for secret assignments, waile the 
rost t ; m* toll to await the sqcc d call* 


I | knowe of enly two schools in existence at 

xna'. i;iao in Moscow; a school f r scouts, and a echool for diversionists. 

Both ere uncUr the jurisdiction of N1CVB departments and were under martial 
lav Ties© schools nerc located in. the , *Dynamo T! Stadium, on the Loaingrad 

in tie Petrovak lark, w ich belongs to the ministry of tho Interior 
uid was closed to public s. o.rta from tho first days of the war* Thor© 

ti.9 a^tcors, 3dlo ct*d. accord! g to their political reliability, were sub- 
* ° t ~ wuch ras dical examination* Tho physical requirements ^ore very 
highi in addition t-7. native phyr .cal endowment c, they included atretic train- 
vuranc* and tenacity, Th so .rcquirccnetits wore anawered most closely by 
pro c. onal ithlotcs, as well a tho stv nt» of special soort institutes and 

tocl ;ft 1 scbfjolfjo Conssquently. tho athlctou comprised 25-26* of the total 

nual*,»* cf persona ©ilocted for t. ain;lng at tho fichoole* 


8* App ants wh-> 3 >asscd the modica. 
sigi h to dor si torio s and school 
groi 3 o Thar wore divided into 
mun: ;tons a actions, ccor t plat 

acct »irg to their xasks* The y 
ten .^oxe each) wero devotod to 
orii '"icrion by the cotapase and n 
expl. -t.ivee and their uses In dla' 
and ha syatei of their organise, 
f) cryptography and codes? g) si' 
the political character of the r 


teats were given military uniforms and as- 
auditoriums not up for then on the stadium 
sections snd platoons, designated as com- 
^>ns, dynamiting companies, and so forth, 
O-hour training program (30 school day* of 
he following studies z a) topography and 
tural tokens? b) radio coiaannication; o) 
raionj d) military intelligence and espionage^ 
ion in the roarj e) weapons and th-^ir use; 
calling by bird-songs; h) current ovents and 
*r* These subjects wore taught by professors 
■ 7i < • • • 
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prefers. n. girm to peTeone with hlih-iohSl or l?*™ 1 ? 

brUf *“"« In thaorj J , 

9. EWjr owning *11 students war* put through Intensive * , . 

Studies. Aftor lunch the stud ants eunMd In w “ ortt ‘C«l 

given lectures In current oven to, tougfat hoe to eol2t t tto^L^“ r i th,T *"* 
cepend on behind tbo Gsraan lines Jw™*! <®,_ ?” ~® P*opl« they could 
rorthtoosa. In the erenlnge thojr studied radio. * ®8r«® of their trust- 

“• 22S 

were given a short cputs* in pnrnchuto iml'lf t ^° lr ths studeuto 

tl«. fnw the training pl£„, £? liSt* T * inpP °* *» or three 
nnklag eenbore of ths Ulniatry of tho Interior nnd°oL Wra ^ h * 1<1 bafor * 

"* attondod by tho 2nd Secretary of the grBduatlon oeroaony 

delivered a long .peeoh °!X Bl “ tlon * «*opoT, iho 

liolf-oaorlflclng work for party anTpJopto.!?^ **" fUtUr " dlTor »l«nlats to 

U ' SVC/S/ 2 ftat«l t. 

oho had dletlnguirhod ** ei ’ 

l *W* to the forty. Inaeauoh as the SeH teako^^Ll^ “* 

slated of diversion and reconnaissance, ltrao^rer^S^J 0 ^ 0 ^ 80 ^ 00 
bo a person with technical training or a **" commai ^ 

ccnaaiaaanoo, according to tho aiaf ^ltary- ©opionaga re- 

ConlttM or to. root, lo uSoo. to ,n ^ Jf "quootjl tho Control 

• careful checking of their records by the Sm of oonri ° 0 * After 

«M sent to tboCentral p fi !IP'^ 0 »tmr»A on then 

detaohaont co mender and^Sgntl hto^ fdUtrtot°!rf * *“ U t 4 ,ppra,rf #ach 
cal oomlssare for tho dotaohnente ™r!T«? ° , lct ot «P«ationo. Tho politl- 
loadors who had f f°? ^ *** «* Soviet 

occupation and whj^fro thoroughly f fWi^ r rtth 1 f ha ? lrect9d baftoo the 
the dotochnent ime bolmi sent and olth th« i n .t 5 orr *^ n ^ho area whoro 
haw to deal. In addition to Soof rtth wbo “ ^ ^ d 

® f tho Uoacoff or S«ni*atloaa{ appoStos Bbo'tofS^J^ffJl'th 10 P * rt| ' 
instructor a propagandists 1 a ^z florr ®« before the car so 

unblsolshsd P-st Tho dsUcta^Tl;^^^^ *“* **** exporlenoo and sn 
pwjd. to the school, haXf^£ K^h" °°"5 mr 8aloBtod *** 
coanoa study and choosing tboaa wh* during ths couth and a half of 

Bents* nosing tbone nho, they felt, satisfied tho all-round require 

oott™ o«tloo, . ?J!2u£2. , i2Y m J " l “ * «»“*- 

Shoo tors' squad, and a quartor^stJr^ThoL*^ squad, a sharp- 

toe coinander, the ooonl.sar,^ toi c2ef^rSr? m ^ t,Hl ° f 3 l ’ r 4 
detaohaent under the engineer Lvninr ah* k "^ 5^* ^ Uia ^ - or lustenoe, ths 
-Batja" (‘Daddy") end totor b SZhS"? “T* ^ afl 

Orter of Hero of tho Sorlot UntoT RUMl * *? d TO# «>s 

nursee- radio oporatora. 5 ocoutr 5 if“ r<KW8{ 16 r<ulla «»n, 2 

and the rost - private^. or So’imoT i?^ 0 '^ 11 ?"' 1 V^rUm^, 

Bor aeobero of sports ^ * P* 0 *™ 9 ***! athletes and for- 

of this dwtachnent fonood a section or ° tUd °f. B I >orta school*. Each group 
subject to tho detaohaont oooaondor. * “^cb wo led by a group- eonoander 

long-range bolero TS-3^rta^h 1 ^ atoTlJJdL^^r 1 ^ tba W^oioJ^f 

^. tnm u. uulUon, food., 
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iTS T ij* Uah * a,nt "* traMpttrt,Kl ^ «lth • total carrying capacity 


*' p ®i D J* fo f P»rti*«n aotlrlty t» foroatod am* where it la 

ta eat up antlra living oaapa, Tho landing# vara thare- 
ft 1 ** "ff? . 1 ”, * ttc ^ | fcr ** < > laolodlag tba Bryansk forests, the Bokhmaoh district, 
Su^f» Zhlto alr^ Shape to rha. In addition, tbaoa points vara altuatad naar 
•tmtaglo > eeaonloatlon llnaa and lnportant railroad Junctions through which 

PJ 1 ™ * *•*}• °* th * 0orBan tro °P 011(3 Maamltloo trana porta. About 501 

of Ml tho dlvaraloolete wo dropped In tho area of tha Brynuak foraata. fron 
uhara they subsequently made their way to thalr assigned pc in to. 

i. Kht iwv the assignaonto sat before thaso dataohaontoT Thalr first task was 
toflnd in thaso areas the people uho hod bean laft behind by tha cosmuol/ot 
organisations for underground work, to ostabllab liaison with then, and vlth 
their aid to flndloyal patriots ill lug to la unc h a struggle against the Qer- 
nan occupants. Whore no people had bean left by tha organisation the d.taa£ 

ELTlSSir* ? °r Uot tha ehnlrwoa ££%££? * 

70Bng *S nooBi «'* graduated rrom Soviet 
activists* Bowevtr, they were to confine thalr contact# 
“J 7 5° “"?*”• Thor « TOr « «ny ouch party unbars loft In the villages 

•Od the Groans did not aolnat them up to tha day of their retreat. It Is true' 

2S * ard0aU7 ~nsboSa with the 2e£ni, cLe to 

£! 1 L*£ ,U, » obber ? for Patios! considaratlonsf tha oau arrivals there- 
of® bad to be careful in approaching even those poo pi a. and to reveal them- 

JjS'jJtSSLc!" f! **. ',** *° •*" ■‘•tMtamt ud alw AUM for Mplooog, 
4 » 4 opi«* At waa rooozmondad to uao jrnrn# glrla vbo studied in 

b ° UD#d ln W)rk * Tholr task was to maintain frltS- 

fromwh^th^'i*^ ?“ wf? X f t0 0anaQn aarTlo ° «“J olth Garmons themselves, 
fron whoa they ware to obtain information no to the plena of tho local rarrlian 

s s& arsjas?jas!rss , i2f 

d, J* C ^ Wl i ““pentad Ito ranks from aaong tha local population and 
fSt^unul f!”^ ° f “couta, it uao ready to atari action! But 

SSr 3%^ w ?°, th0 “pteoance of liaison olth tha front and with tha 

SSST^^ST^ °° rt Ml “° ooow ' 0,11011 »» later transformed Into the 
prtlsan pvemoat. Tha lnatructlons wore that tho center bm to 

Dlans^^thff. 1111 011 SU0C * BB8B 011(3 failures cf the detachnent and all 

pinna, and that no action ms to bo undertakes without prsvloue »cir*e r-n= 

mSS?-' — « s ra»r* 

Hoseov generally needed Information on what was taking place behind tho enwr 
“■“» for without such knowledge It was difficult to cake any strategic Z, 
The comnndors two also ordered to report about all tha groups and detachment# 
aotlva In the rear, so that the center night be able to fill tho numerous blank 

2«t f ^ 1#ak ap0t V b0UndBd “P 194 *> •»« frequently people 

t^k U W * r9 ° fl f0Und dw^chmonts which thay^la* 

took for git>up of Garaou provocateuro and fron which they fled. For Instance. 

r ^ th ° DakUaach diatrlot Z 1942, was told that 

tls^^JtHhf^ 0017 " a “‘ i8a » and *» ftiwdaj In reality, eaverol par- 

tlooa dftt&ohaenta wera op^rmtiag thoro, fraquontly attacking tho atirmatut. 

?*“ ^wslnnlst activity included railroad bridge#, atatlona, 

roaS 1 rfViJU! r f 1 Ai b ^ dCM *? T8r r , l r ra > anM «W* MBnmltlan depot#, troop bit- 
moica, officore 0lv&>9, nation picture theatre* , ain^le autonobUss «tr- la 

antlonn endangering the Ilf. of tha dynaaifr himself, it wnTroo^dii tSt 
Intact^ POrMn U U ** d ' 90 that ^ Krorp a9nt f «»» the center might be preserved 
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19. B-iaides riilitary strategic taeka, thoro wore also political onus,. It was wiceua- 
t..'v bo inutil in the population faith that the Rod army ^ould .noon return to those 
aresufl, that the Soviet Government was otlll strong and capable of winning tao uar 0 
- ;w>ao who had loot this faith and entered into collaboi’ation with the oncs ,r wore 
be ruthlessly punished, preferably hanged in tho vlllageo an an example to 
bora who had not yet gone into Goman oorvicoa 

20 o is final paragraph of the Instructions stated that It was impossible to .1 ■jbo© 

?. conditions under which tho detachments would have to work; that new, i . de- 
leted objectives might ba discovered on tho spot, and that ouch situation. 
iLled for initiative) v courage, dccioion and readiness to sacrifice all fc * tho 
c, ithorland 0 Incidentally, in ordor to malco auro of ?uch loyalty and sacrj ' .ciol 
■1, each detachment was assigned 3 or 4 agents who remained unknown ever o the 
jmmander; these agents wore instructed to qulotly eliminate all who devit ,:*d 
. i*oia tho required standard/) . 

21 c mally, tho divoroioniets wore landed u And hero suddenly everything pz^ 1 un- 
, rpectad and fraught with difficulty,, For moot of tho detachments were dz jpod 
ithin a radluo of 150*200 kilowotors from tholr objectives, Those who w. > to 
) dropped ovoi* Bakhmach found thsmsolveo near Bryansk.. . 0 The landing opt * itlouj 
\ ire conducted at night, whon the pilots could not correct tholr course bj tho 
lay of tho land but had to make tholr computations blindly, by their Inati i aonto 0 
An o result of tho pilot'a orror by 2 degrees, tho detachment commander Ly uov 
•*nd hlunelf 100 km „ from his objective, utterly alone; It took him six mouths 
3 assemble a part of hie detachment and set to work* 

22 0 la addition to thin initial difficulty , the entire occupied territory proi , J full 
nf surprlnoo. Thor© was probably no othar country under German occupatioi ;?hloh 
\l such chaos., tre&eon, collaboration with the enemy, oo many different 1 ”ida 
id grouzingo no existed in Ruoaia and ©specially in tho Ukraine^ There . o tho 
lowers of Bcmderov and of Vlaooov, nationalists, Ukrainian aeparatlats, ooauck 
riots, plair bandits, and oo on„ It would require a separate report t< inalyxe 
. .1 tho movotaante o nd trorxln among the Russian population in occupied are during 
io war /oars in order to tieo hov? absurd arc tho assertions of tho Soviet . ladors 
t * ut tho country :L a a monolithic union of all nationalities. Ao a result 1 tho 
^ ar j 5 republics have boon liquidated (only 3 woro mentioned in the officii propo) 
over 35? of the population of tho other republics which hud been under oc< niatlon 
^ad been deported to Siberia, and numfcorloos traitors havo boon shot in mm exe- 
cutions,, The pnssont author, who moved westward with the army, saw with 1 i own 
eyes the punishment mated out to tho Ukrainian population by WAV D troops,, JfCVD 
litis followed the advancing front and, breaking into each populated poim hanged 
nc 1 endure one carried ouv, times arra/ita of all who wore in any meaeuro 1 lived 
lu collaborationist activity. In the / uU>* of 19444945 the ‘jails of th* Jlcrain* 
were bursting with prisonora, who had to bo sent to Siberia on foot, without shoos B 
'">aaed by the constant bio vs of rifle- butts, 

.h was nnceaoary to mention t.ho3u facts in ordor to make clear the actual tua« 

». ion in which the dlvorsionista found thuinfiolvoa upon being dropped frow < 

• •' moo ° "dndorlng ic tho foroat in ocarch of his coiarndtp, di-riolon ccma er 
kov hid so vo. ml tinoo tuinblod upon forest parti/.emn who took him elth. for 
Gorman provocateur or for an agent of the NKVD. Onco ho mat two mentor r a 
u.itachBont of n olcruahont*l n (aoldiors of armioo which had boon surrounded 
iroion t-oops and had ocattorod in the forest to escape oapturo) „ Learnir that 
icy wezv) fomox- Kod Army coldiors, he na a overjoys and f.okod tholr help 
\r raying out his mission,- But the soldiora nearly killed him when they h, d 
+ “® ]iad arrived from koncow, doclarlng that they occupied thomso] • i» 

.j-th brlgandago and had no intention to defend tho bankrupt government* 

♦o xSi tho same foroat there \mu /mother dotacJuaent, whoBo alms wore closer t. hoae 
of Lynkov 0 w’hou he mot them, thoy did not believe Uxat ho had been sent t Uoocow, 
which, in tholr opinion, had no time just then to think of ouch diotont pj . :es In 
u rear , To teet hin Identity, they asked him v/ha.t wae Stalin's birthpl;, i 0 Ro 
uted a city in the Caucexsuo, but one of the ocldiors declared that Stall” tuo bom 
Jl Gopk y i < ■. aoar Uo »cow„ Again ho vma about to be shot, but v/ao able to eo< .uo ones 
rjire*. And only when ho began a search in the villagoa for former activist : from 
t:ic party colln, did he find people who bolievsd him documents and oath/n he.-io 
f . japlo helped him to find hia coGU^ado», and Lynkov began to carry out his fUvor- 
niooary nctiviUos,, He chose villages situated in a romoto aroa adjolninf; ’;he 
foroet, v/h©re no German a had so yot set foot, announced the nioblliBatioxi ». ull 
men of military ago, divided thorn into /sections and equado, and uoclartsd . ...t 
hcncofort.h they would ba regarded a is particRn-miliatiafliGU called up to fl| . the 
Gomans „ Soon (if orwardo, \;hon tho dotachmont increased to 200 raon, they l it to 


SECISP 
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rorh, HiJjy attacked the dlutriet center, 
fitatlono and dynaiaitod an tiro ammunition 
tiono and killed the police ''traitors" (d 
con t.stod of Kuo slang) . 


blo\7 up email bridges, broko into 
trains, attacked village police ata- 
ariug tho occupation all police uni. to 


2b o Mo i n tho detachments underwent similar experiences, and they were all or- 

gar ad in tho rear in the Game manner. Many of the groups, failing to as earn- 

ble t eir own members, joined other detachments. Tho largeat partisan units 
und^r Kovpak, who was twice decorated with the Order of Hero of the Sovjot * 
Uni- and later raised to the rank of Major General, absorbed tho groateat nun 
bar . such groups. Kovpak himoolf , who had organlzod hio detachment on hia 
owi. -tiatiyo during tho very first montho of tho war, evinced groat ability 
in ..ganizatlon and leadership of men and showed himself to be a cunning and 
cou -ngooua guerrilla* His fame soon reached Moscow, which began to send him 
mar ,ooplo trained In apodal school s, as well as ammunition and othor suppl' 
nee 1 in hia work, ' 


26c lhc 1 ar S° detachments we.ro soon given more Important aBaignmantB. Jr. 19/, 2 

Sta i himoolf received some command©™ of partioan detachments end sot them 

vui oas tasks* Kovpak wift ordered to make a raid on the right bank of tho 
Dn.1 p-r and there try to disorganize the wholo German roar. Others wore in- 
stz .cod to remain near tho front and directly aid the fighting Red Army by 
noano of diversions hampering tho transport of ammunition and men for the Ger- 
man Army« However, thin took place in 1942, when tho partisan movements was 
brougnt, under the jurisdiction of a special control staff which directed all 
the schools and tho men behind tho Gorman linos* But more of this later. 

27c Thi ID retained its own spy fiyoten and its own diversions, sto, who formed no , »-* 
tac ^ tnte, but acted with especial nocrocy and by themselves, reporting only \ , 

Mo 3eo,7, It also retained Jurisdiction over the series of schools which tralne ! 
those divorsionleto. One of thsao schools, which is of special interest, was ! io 
sch.„oL for women scouts. 
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uig worn cm, who wi^ro being rvjnt 
work. A largo nhi] wont of au< 
our unit wan rtf. tier od r end m 
one or two training Jumps fror 
. They wore divided Into f:.;inll 
i -tmcod I !KVD V7orkrrn .. from hall 
v ' **ed in July or /.ugait, \ 

:*s of tho Co mao mol, ;am«i from , 
^ by their dlnciplir: and Joys' 
.1 had excellent rece jmen'i? tionr 
'* -‘©d to the school f c r scouts tw 
cal commission,, Th-jrr woro novom! 


in 

the 


buildings of the regular hlg! 
f armor students and plfuud at 


In ub i conversation., the ir 


.<’• mont 


lA in truneport 5 ng by air a large groi 

to the enouiy f a rour for espionage and intc 
,omatlc parachutes arrived at the airfield 
u:n afterwards tho girls arrived by train u 
1 l ow halghtn, they rare taken to tho Genoa 
groups of 5. or 6 f under tho leadership of 
'fi with thcao girls v,o lemmt that they e/oi 
'rom oc'ioolo mid war factorise. They were 
forking -cl&oo families, /:r,d distinguished t ■ 
f,T to the Soviet Government* All those st 
: from their party oi CoksokoI cells, and 
Jhor careful anroonlrg by tho IJ1CYD and the 
r.uch schools in Moscow, and they v/oro houe 1 
1- schools, n number of which wero closed U 
Jbc disposal or* the 7;ar ..inisti-y and tho 1 
icaod tho 73rd find tho 141 at Gchools in Uoe 
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In rocoiinnlsmancu. och-ol* ilia gr.rl? ware put, through i. 3-Bonthn* couron of 

sti,, V ; tho cui-riculum Included Garnui, radio and conaiiunl cation, codes, veauouo 
(re -.Lvor and gronado) am thsir un.i, military docuiaonti' and thoir siKnifltanr 
current eranta and atldctlc esui-ciano , Thoy wore taught by profoaooro from t> 
spe slal NKVD ochool'n r.nd ome ?uec5nli«to in radio-consmimlcation from the Mil: :ry 
Act) and tho Intslllgexe Olvlaion of tho General Steff t . J 

On dilating, all atv.dama gave tli air eolomn oath and signature to roveal not ig 
of .they had boon taught at tho school and to faithfully perform all task* jet 
box j. 5 thorn,, To further guarantee thoir loyalty, hostages remained in i^oscow 
tne h Tsono of thoir parents and relatives. Those scout c woro dropped ovur t^ 
die ,r;Lcta of Rzhov, Vtdlklye Uikl, Smolensk, Kursk, Be?.gorod, Kharkov, etc, T y 
wore to work in tho Gc-innn officers* clubs and reataununts , and florae of thorn w jco 
>, o i ; ntex tho German broth, iwj t.h<> latter ware distinguished by beauty and pay 'm~ 
poram-anto., Tliey showed Uttla gaiety however, after they v/ere landed, and on 


25X1 meeting one of them in Moscow Jn 19/4 


xuiiuqu, aiiu uii 

Jiearnt that more than half o i 


, , ' ' ■ | WVJi. viiTAil liOJl i. C3A 

the.i vrare caught by tho German; M d poriahod. Some of then lost thoir courage ud 
war ■ eliminated ( allot; by thoir own agenta, and only 25-30$ nanagod to ontabli iu 
con .acts with Gorman, I and obtain cone information. As a rulo, thoy became the 
rdflvroeaaR oi coramfu;idantB , rear officers, club managsrs p otco, and actod throw ;l:i 
thorn.. Of tho olx glrlo dr-oppnc by our plauo only ^ne rtitui'wadj ono waa killed :la 
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ti o full, ona vmH captured by tha Qomum, ono rna eho'» by tho raprfoantetivi of 
tho HICVD (aha liM boon inpad by tha Qernc.no, becnno in»ano and began to talk It v 
a«,n who kllLad by tha Qaraano during tho retreat, than tho bond of tho group '»* 
e> end only one lived to return. 

31 0 t of tho glrln Troa tha aana school, nloknaaad "ItaHna", killed tho etitne»u»*t 

0 • -ho on tiro Byelorussia; *ho cut off hia hood and brought it la 

ot lanno. To orange thin act, the Caraann ohot 15,000 inhabitant* of tho o. ly 

01 >;innk, and therefore "Baliaa" rocolvod no ronorda or booora far a long ti> * 
ki vertmrdfl tho Gornona raised a noiny campaign concerning tho *oiii*fcpdll«y /■* 
sending young glrln aa aplaa into Brothola, and tho polloy uaa npparontly dli .or. 

tf uied. 

v. t*PA«3ID» OF .THE fAKTISjH MYOTUT Ik 19*frA l- 

32. It vha beginning of 1942 , tho gaps in the nap of tho Geraon roar rapidly bogs ’ to 
* .... u _ norachutiata oont to theso areas radioed tho result# of their r* 

et^jiiBBanc^s^lch Indicated that opproidnataly 1200 guarrilla datncbnants nor. 

w bibiL tho ononr linos (this figure la token fron tho realnioceacae of ono 
oiVjJ ooouta) . Thia*comrlncod tho goreinaent of tho necaaaity to t J“ 

li™ these detaohacnta by oending then experienced nnd relinblo people who a. .jd 
i ..dnntM n and d treat thoir octirltlao in the required channels. By la 
“ creating a Central Steffi tho Partlaan notaao. : 

Ul Voroshilov was appointed Conmondor in Chief, and Ponoraranko (loader 
‘^lo^Iion ^o^nlats) was nonod Chiaf of Staff. Thay wore placed in i 
.: S«« dotaohaenta onrt the schoolo which were ‘-ralnlng now contingo, 

5 '. wSSSHSfSiff.: ,5 * 

at . st Id thD axacuti - * tlffaront dcitachisontB poolod thoi, 

cfJroSht uappUet fron Dm.— mid took back tho wounded end tho rariou. 
ta captured fren tho (Jonfeiinn.. 

ai Le partisan cantor. Each detnetaMit, however, had a ^rictiy defined n 
nf influnnco" in liich it bVni uc satire tram: porta a-, supplies and Gonwn 
n £ pirfoctod taclinJque of rebuilding clouted linos, bringing th 
* t™dom° to * or It) hours, but U,~y norev ausceevod Sn orgm-lalng any • 

1 „ I Ulo d nraloaiatr. Tlv.. latter train sentteroi nnd cn 

0 . e . n Ml0 ^apf,. otiable do,«V.— • if "the kryat.uk foroai-a, whence thay di«M*t' 

Jht swll^.^ po OC ami U dirferant vracHcn* of tho railroad, ind wh«n< 

And the lai*.»or dotfl 
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r\ 3 Z locst. And the larjor dote 
c< id not b.j dr 1 7 . .wmanfl, noted in Bounds 


bo Unkov^n U * W ch Uhon *r ■crJDtad i/rc Uiwi ^50 iwrione, noted in oquads 

, » u w u»l- w.. 
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th*>y 
.nto^ 
:ivf» > 
con- 


, '■%£ th, purponi of oupply.rg thou with erosive, . 

3 ‘- 

al itary Intelligenco avid dlrurnion in the roar. Thun, In Juno 49*2, . 

S th^Drinsk forrnto, on tha rt emll land", 1.10x170 kn. In area bolongln ; to 
partlaans^thero landed the group of Uajor Vlrohlgoro, oho aubeoq ^ . 

KoTpak'r. legendary division. The group ^^^Srti -ffora 
fc - purposaa of roconnainsonco and diversion, the tontructl conta. « 

„JL. off to tha oneny's rear ncmed tnca to rofraia .roo all conta 

with tho population end not to roveal thoanolvoo, olaoe the otm s ^ a ™* d 

S'noS. ms group had Its own -g-t-. -» *£ ^ *»££** Si 

o ^hes to rail raid etotions mu .opoi-te.l ut uha Hon. lntolllgenco on ^ 
tr . aporto. Mot IwTinc eufficl<9nt utrongth for an atted: upon the a * 

d< uilshod all tho approachoo tn It, creating a tie-up, than radl 
?i-Bhlgora*e croup conaietod of « conpeay of snout* and two waen radio ope 
in August, 1942, they all Joinod Kovpek'a detachoeot. 
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35. This nrpirlauco wio shared by other groups dropped behind tho Qomn 11 dm by tbo 
RusoJun fixate. Only t a mall parcontago nods their way took to tbolr unit# across 
the s:\at line#, and tho rent Joined fttioue guerrlllo dotachnotit*. 

36. In tl - nlddlo of tho ouamer of 1942 Uoacott decided to ■ and a largo detaohaeut far 

3 Into ho rear - to tha right tank of tho Dnieper, ohoro there uao relatively little 
reolt ;: nco to tho Qeraano and Blurs eony hod begun to accept tho occupation and 
co lit Irate alth the oneqy. 

v» Th« i .tmmndera of tho larga dotachaoota aero oaUod to a oonforenoe In lloooow. lu 
addl- »n to tha legendary Sovpak, there cone Saburov - tho hero of the Bryansk 
foreatii. Smolyutln*- coaraondor of a f50-aon dotachnont, Dul »*5®)' ro J? k ^ “J, oth l 
SeJ Souoly recorded, oboBSfid with gift# and received by Stalin himself . 

He ^r“Sagto thoa, thonk«« then for 'toLr vnlunbl. help, and then began to dis- 
cuss tasks. Tho largo dotachnant i «oro advlood to cc-ntinue thelr eort In the 
* n . rlt exDaitdlQg lota dlotricti further Boot. But Kovpak's dotachnont ear 

ture a part of ieotorn Ukraine and re-.ch tha Carpathians. By this tise ICovpak 
dota< ‘...ont, 5000 strong, conoloted of 4 subdivisions of 8 companies •«£, *«» 
ocou- iuado, minors' eoctJono, and n .[uartornaotor corpo. Tho flrot battalion 
aleo fid a oappar platoon and radio 'unction. 

3(1. In S. jceobor tale large military unit .tartad out, ond in Sovenbor It mods a fc 4 
card acrooo the Dnieper. Tho apposn •« of this division ou J" f J /[: * ' 

tlvo that the population began to tail about a break-through of the front by tkr 
Rod KS*J, and sons pooplo broke into p-.nlo night. .Thorover tha detachnent pas. 
it looted Gornan dap eta end diet.rlbut* tho food to tho population, hanged all Folic# 
and aU Ukrainian troitora, and did everything poeolUe to sin over tho people 
ouch imo Stalln'o order. It also doet-iyed nuaerous cooBunicutlona and Junction. 
Tho r nit brilliant opornticn bob lte smehieg of tho Soma Crooe (a Junction or 
many -llroado and highimyr connecting *ith Kiev, Romo, Baronovichi, otc.)j ac. .ad 
tho v of Soma ltaelf, tho datachns i blew up oil the bridgoo and largo si.ct'ona 
of tl . made. Small groupa detailed l> tho dotaehnent put on police armband n, • .ota 
Into villages ind killed nil traitors. Mony of tho Russian na>o>ro appointed by the 
G*rmann codo of tholr o«« rill, aleodU; thvir guilt ond offoring tholr «"rricoc; 
some of thorn wore Imaged aid nous, thoi.ughly intimldatod, uero ®!*’ 

But I - this time, at tho beglimlag of 1 ; 43, tho Germans had dovolopod tho policy of 
uoluc ’’.ur-ulann for fighting in tac rear. Tloy nsoombled volunteers from the pr. »■ 
of- nr r comps for coooac': dotuchoi «r,te t. d;> i srrioon duty in tho roar There p» 
to b< •• iTtat numsar o* voliuiter.*? (moi 1 of than bitter uneaten of tli« soviet - 
moot ond they dlatisguUl.vd thwaolv.. by unbclievoblo cruelty ta the parties 
tho . .turbod tho U- curreni prot^vous tnJ l roo oxistcnco . Tbo voluntooru lncl 
midd rtnk offlcora oho htd grr. bated : rom Soviot- nchoolu, Uoocow ooiiora, cor.. 
end t «, y of the vurloiu natiowl i «hc 1.4 served in the Bud A ray and voluntarily 
6oau‘ ;ud to tli!/ Gc::naa .'itcic 
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death agulnnt tJi3aa rolunteor JIvIl 
ao ulubbomly that tho p^irtloano dir 
rclo u round tnoa In ordor to procoe 
ont to thoao cob Back* glrl-oploc or 
rln lurod thou to drinking portion f 
o pr\rtioano aloo uood other tried 
ond hoadquartoro, planted dolayrid 
tho pcoplo In it noro blown to hit 
u n x/ldch vme ^ocrultlng tho locet ;:i ik- 
A nliich v/ao ^lardnd by conouck unit* r 


40 . 


Kovp; :'Q dHtachaoiit lannchM u tw. : ht t tho 
but i’iu luttor worti too ma;irouo r.ud fc . .;ht 
not : iccood la dojtroylns them a.ic had -j ci 
Xu u< lltlon to opon n^hte, tho •vorrjlti i t 
lletf 1 ttixing tho Local population. Thus. 
wharf, they woro ciiu^ht by the pw/tluanj!, ft 
moth- they r.tolo Into tt«i ©neiy* n off 
nctlc . nil) oa f and soon botl; tho *iu tiding 
In ono lnotnncs, they hl?;v/ up ti 'l.'ibor 
ing population fo:r doporUit ton to Gorffuny tv 

In o Iwr dlatrlcts tho detachment or.count * •< i nen Geotapo tricka. On learning cC 
the ..h'ont of the partlseno, tho local Go *pa anl police officoro oiemlaeod el 
Ruoeinn employeod who had l-ocosie knoTia for caosolal cruelty in dealing ulth t.hr 
recalcitrant population, anouualwg tho dUwlB.udu no on act ained to benoilt t, e 
popu ,..lcn. However, tho olomleaed men, aimed by tho police, organised gang'’ 
bega, > hang and caosacrc all vne foil lr.t- tholr hands, iltos tto population 
gan • • complain against those atrocltioa, vto Gorman authorities acid that they 
soul, . le.dly holp, but they had no troop# :-r tho purpoee. If the population, 
they nudod, would take no area aguioat tboio vnrioua bandit# and P ar * i8 “ , “*J h * 
there eight bo some peace In tholr dlatrl.- s. And the population took up anw a. v. 
opened a war on tho partleono and tho buwilta. Kovpak a dotachnont lost many 



rr/’Ji.r*. 
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41 , Goners, ly, the detachment onuounterod t great nvurter of surprises, trapo and pro- 
vovitlonu on the part of tlio Gaatopo. But doupito these, tne raid woe lUoooflMful, 

The partisans blow up sue.} bridges, destroyed many consiunlcatloo Junctlono, killed 
hundreds of Germans, and disrupted numerous tr.lopbono end tslogrnph lines. They 
el oo oUlned nuch valuable information ohlch mo lmedietaly tronemittwl, over 
tlio re or through lioioun pianos, to Uoscou and tho various rront^llna etarr 

heodqv ere. Thuo, Kovpak'e partlsuu donned tho plane which carried ell the 

oporet ..•el resumes and the plane of the headquarterm of Kleist'e any. Those 
documents mere roleyed to ttoeeon, trfalcli found then vary valuable and generously 
fftti&rdtdi tUo partisans for this foat# 

Kovpak** raid was important In othor rospocte no wall. In 

pa need or tho doUchacmt thero sprang up nar / artisan units ohich boganto fight 
thu Gamma* Tho raid olco rootorod faith in tho return or tho Soviet, Ooromaont 

11a Th.» de ;hnout nubacuuently prococdsd to tho i?ootom Ukraine sod Poland, reaching 
ao far i j fcoraftTf, It was rooonatltutod into n largo military diYieloa, equipped 
trith a ' Ml ery and sorcral tanks, and rnintalning a poroono:it contact with Moscow^ 
which .'ontiauollr supplied It with Ammunition. In addition to ansmnltion and sup- 
plies. KoTpalc 1 a ar»y was given a special representative from tho Central Committor* 
of tho Syroi&olotoy, whooo position vrus equivalent to that of a noaber of 

tho 111 It^ry Soviet of tho Front * tho highost* ranking party cotnmlooar* 

n tho otl sr detachments, moot of which remained in their native dlotrioto, aloo ox- 
pended -mry year. Their functions multiplied ae their membership grew, and some- 
times • bsy took part in regular front operation.; they propired air fields for th< 
landing of largo divleions of tho Rod Army, hi -.-cXidod wholo districts, and gave 
direct »ld to tho fronts. Tlio e nailer detachnente cootinuod thoir work of dlvoroj.on, 
blooin up trains, and so forth. 

vi. fos-siBiK rm o morr QLM \U£& & ''M m 

i irouffi. 

. Tho na hue yielded a vast ?t T/o of raporlenct. with regard to various forme of pa. 
tlrsu strugglo, nothodo of organising partioan units, and syetena of preparation 
and tra ining Thlo experiencii vein carefully r«nd conetantly atudxod by the ..oviot 
Coraan and the qusstini of i.oeeiole utilization of partlem warfare in a futuro 
war nl bo docldod •• his pmlK'bly boon decide already - oa tlio baste or this or , • 
The pr * 1 m 0 question hero Jo the relative vtlue of tho tw> basic typot of per- 
U.-tan s ‘ligation ind tie pr.ouUla uao of both or tho preform o of one over tho 

other, ".00 of these typoa Jo the p«rtioon unit nhlch nprung up »oro or loeo ^ 

anonta jnuol'r as an expression of popular ran! stance end we.j Icier gradually bror,,. .. 
under 10 direction of tha Hod Amy Cosimuud. Tlio other typo is ropronunted by tw: 
detauhmente which wore thoroughly trained beforehand and which operated from tho 
Ttry first under instruction:’ from thu center The problem invol ves not only the 
relative uuofulnose of thouo type a nf partisan deUchmants, but also tlio acconpany 
liu: conditions and results or clu.ir activity. In tlile rvopset, the partisan unit, 
of tho forner type mvt not proven desirable .‘.n ovoiy respect, lor thoy croa 
auuh f- 1 ot ion acd oven disordero. particularly • luring the winding-up of thoir 
cptr\t .s. 

46. To tho partleaco thanoelvan tho mcl af th* v/ar cenorall/ the end oT thoir ao- 
tlrltlos brought many dtivijuH-intucnts ctntl aroused much dicontent. Ao noon an tiw> 
lieu Ar. j outured il non ohtro tho partisans Juid hiUierto been active, tho 

lai.tor -rare lmmcd lately raquir^ to nurrondbr thoir artna ani eitlier ontur thft rogr* 
lar ar vxj or to v» 3 rk *n the ko^khcroc-, Out icorc than 3 yoar® of lifo la the 

fo/aots, nhoro thoy lino brj.i cmtlroly cn thoir earn and done praoticaily wiiatevor 
tb.ty p‘eitB«d, bred In thu [Mu timnn a certain indopondonne -ind unrullnoss. The 
Soviet niToniaont , ,;hlc!i hud always fought th won qualities, bogan to cowbut them 
in the ourtiueno as well. 


47. Thus ‘ \ the spring cf ITU, after tho liberation of the Leningrad region, all par- 
tition* vho operated In tt.o aron bohlnd tho etu.oy llnee were called to a conferenc. 

Id Lenrognd. lhe rweult.t-.ig apsctacle we a rather curious and quits unpleasant bo.t 
to tho tnvemment nad the nopulatlon. The city was Invaded by armed traape nhe l 
acquired a tasto for looting, murder, end ell eorte or lewloesaoeo. They were 
dressed in the motlsy uniforwt* ar.d ccetumoo ol‘ aeoortod European and Soviet arsii . 
Having liatened to tho high-flown speeches of tho regional leader* , they ookod wu T. 
rewards they woul d reoeive for thoir doorle and how thoy would nan live. They von* 
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tolo that It '.to a a till neoeenery to finish off the enemy on hio own tarritory und 
than begin to rebuild tholr homeland. 

Mai -r *nuoor ran very eatlafaotory to tho p^rtlAonA. paarg^ lnto tha Atro^t, 
So* broke Into tb. neily opened eoonorctal atom, in ahleh t*^* ««■ wore 
St l and bason to loot, rirtt of all thay nada for t* 

St day of drinking, they turn ad In tba oTaalnf to rubbing the P°T 

d z'jtz '-! sytsjs- < 

& Jltj^aftar carefully dliarning than. Iha rlnglaodoru paid for ttao riot «i . 
tha: - llvea. 

Etoi aroator and longor-la sting anarchy 'me eroatad by tha partlaono In tho 0t. :ino. 

ranclnln tho foraata and eontlaua tholr lnwleee «»lstenoa. Up to tha and of 1945, 
the * roato of tha Ukralno ewaruad with partioana, and the TO " j®”® 4 to 
on . i»Ht tbs eona etruggla againat thoa aa hod baao nagod by tho Oanaana. 

After this experience, It la hardly likely that In a future oar Hoocorr would a in 
be t tiling tooat up an oxtenslra network of partlean detaohnenta out of tho It .0. 
pop -clan. Out thoro lo no doubt that aven In peace-time tho govenuaent will *«- 
Saw ta nyatoro of partlaan pchoola for tho youth of tho urban oontero and Inc .ao 
So lunbor of apeclnlly trained diver alonlota, who reaninod throughout fully a. 
ord' •* t« to their loadore and ahowed Irreproachable dlaclpllne. 


--end" 
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